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November 2018 marked the 50th anniversary of the society’s 
 

	  

	  

purchase of the Schumacher Homestead. Thanks to the support of 
our members, we have accomplished so much during this half-
century. 

As well as purchasing an additional 4 acres with barn and 
outbuildings in 2004 and doing extensive restoration work on the 
farmhouse, we have:  

• Collected hundreds of items related to the Swiss settlement, 
including furniture, housewares, clothing, tools, farm 
equipment, books, documents, and photographs.  

• Created a recorded oral history of the Swiss settlement using 
interviews from the 1980s, including some in the Swiss dialect. 

• Held annual Spring Meeting series, Swiss Day 
potluck/meetings, Bluffton Fall Festival celebrations, and 
Christmas Open Houses.                        Continues on page 2 

 

With heavy hearts, we mark the passing of Dick Jordon (pictured  
above at right), a SCHS board member and society business  
consultant of longstanding. 

At the society’s November open house, Dick recounted the 
handshake that solemnized the purchase of the Schumacher 
Homestead by the society in 1968. Chatting with board member 
Todd Rainey (left), Dick showed his characteristic memory for names, 
details, and interesting anecdotes. His friendship and support of the 
society will be greatly missed. 

	  



 

 

    

 In January 2019, a $20,000 bequest from the estate of Arthur Gratz of Pandora was received by 
the Swiss Community Historical Society. 

This generous gift will support the creation of a heritage center at the homestead. What kinds of 
advance planning can result in such gifts? 

• A will or trust 
• Charitable lead trust 
• Bequest of retirement plan or account 
• Bequest of life insurance, gift annuity or charitable remainder trust 
 

Gifts like these can support our society for years to come. Consult your financial advisor for 
guidance. For gift designation options, contact Samantha Shrider at (419) 204-1926.  

	  

Gifts to the society 

 

Marvin Diller has retired from his very active position on the board. As membership chair, he 
picked up the mail, made deposits, and processed all mailings. Thank you, Marv, for your 
diligence and dedication!  

Board Update 

 

Continued from page 1 

• Established a kitchen and medicinal herb garden with board fence, drying shed, and 
smokehouse. 

• Built a replica of the summer kitchen on the site of the original building. 
• Created a volunteer docent training program to staff weekly summer open houses. 
• Developed a large society membership. 

 
Where will the next 50 years take us?  

The society is building a heritage center using a nearby timber frame barn. It will provide artifact 
storage and display, rooms for archival materials and genealogy research, as well as meeting and 
hospitality space in a modern, climate controlled environment. Funds are being collected for this 
project and for an SCHS endowment. 

The heritage center will allow for more and longer visits by K-12 school groups, as well as increased 
access to collections and information for historical and genealogical research. 

Building restoration will continue with reconfiguration and other work on the Schumacher bank barn. 
An orchard is planned near the farmhouse. 

Current and new members are welcomed to participate in dreaming, planning, and creating these 
new chapters in the Swiss Community Historical Society story. Have questions or ideas? Please 
contact our board of directors. 
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50th Anniversary Continued 



 

Sallie	  Jones	  bundled	  up	  to	  greet	  guests	  on	  the	  front	  porch.	  

The	  Schumacher	  farmhouse	  glowed	  inside	  and	  out.	  

Refreshments,	  entertainment,	  and	  activities	  made	  the	  
open	  house	  a	  family	  affair.	  

The farmhouse was at its most beautiful 
for the annual Christmas open house, 
held on the first Sunday in December.  

With bread baking in the kitchen, it 
smelled like Christmas. With live music in 
the living room, it sounded like 
Christmas. And with candles glowing 
and natural decorations throughout, it 
looked like Christmas! 

Our volunteer docents greeted visitors 
on the porch and in all parts of the 
house, summer kitchen, and workshop.  

A special thank you goes to our 
youngest volunteer, John Paul, who 
taught visitors how to hand dip candles 
in the cellar. 

 

 

 

The Christmas Open House was also an 
opportunity to see the restored Risser 
sleigh adorned with sleigh bells and a 
handwritten note that reads “My father 
drove this sleigh when he was courting 
my mother.” Doesn’t a sleigh ride sound 
romantic! 

 

 

Swiss Community Historical Society 
 

Christmas 2018 



 

 
 

 
 

Everything old is new again...on Facebook! 
The society’s page has been abuzz with discussions of favorite 
foods, the digitized version of a 1903 Mennonite directory, 
photos, regional events, etc. 
 
 
Kaye Phillips recently posted recipes from the 1974 Bluffton 
Community Cookbook, including the Oatmeal Pie at right.  
“One of my favorites and looks as well used as this one!” 
commented a viewer. 
 
 
The Sam Amstutz photo below—John Winkler Saw Mill on Tom 
Fett Road, 1908—engaged some 279 viewers. 
 

 
 
 
The Directory of the Mennonite Church at Bluffton and Pandora, 
O. Year 1903 (at right) can now be found at Archive.org. As 
Kaye notes, “Very interesting read, not only for the church 
history and local names, but for the advertisements of the area 
businesses.” 
 
NOTE: facebook.com/SwissCommunityHistoricalSociety	  
can be visited without an account. You can scroll through the 
content without logging in or joining Facebook. 
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From Facebook 

 

 

 



  

 

Looking forward to summer? Planning family 
visits? 

The farmhouse, summer kitchen, and workshop 
will be open and docents will be on hand from 
1-5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, June through August. 
The bank barn will also be open with an 
additional docent on the fourth Saturday. 

Admission is $5 for adults; visitors 16 and under 
are free. Member admission is free. 

Reservations are not required. To schedule tours 
at other times, leave a message for Tour 
Coordinator Susie Gratz at 419-358-4822. Group 
rates are available. 

     

 

The society has always been blessed with 
volunteers happy to share their knowledge and 
love of the Schumacher Homestead with visitors. 

In the last decade we developed a full-fledged 
docent program complete with videotaped 
training sessions and touring guidelines to 
accommodate the growing number of men and 
women who are interested in giving tours to 
visitors. 

With this support, we began opening the 
homestead on Saturday afternoons during the 
summer of 2017. Summer open houses are 
popular with the general public as well as with 
our docents, who enjoy keeping their touring 
skills honed.  

To become a docent, contact Rachel Friesen at 
(419) 358-0266. 

 

 

April 28 – Spring Society Meeting 

June 23 – Swiss Day at Ebenezer 
Mennonite Church 

September 28 – Bluffton Fall Festival 

TBA – Christmas Open House (typically 
first Sunday in December) 

Summer Open Houses 

Save The Date 

New: PayPal Option 
 

For memberships and donations, you may 
put down the quill and ink! 

The society now takes donations via PayPal. 
The following pages have links: 

swissmennonite.wordpress.com	  

facebook.com/SwissCommunityHistoricalSociety	  

PayPal fees are 2.2% + $0.30 per transaction 
for our 501(c)(3) charity. 

Memberships make a great gift and help 
enlist a new generation of SCHS supporters. 

Household = $30 / by PayPal $30.96 

Sustaining = $100 / by PayPal $102.50 

Life + $1000 / by PayPal $1022.30 
 

 

Docent Program 



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P.O. Box 5 
Bluffton, OH 45817 

Visit	  SCHS	  at	  www.	  swissmennonite.wordpress.com	  and	  on	  Facebook	  

Flax grown, harvested and 
bundled in summer 2018 will 
be on display at the society’s 
Spring History Program by 
Keith Sommer and Rachel 
Friesen:  

TEXTILES IN THE 
SWISS SETTLEMENT  

1833-1863 
 

5 p.m., Sunday, April 28 
Maple Crest Patio Room 

700 Maple Crest Court, Bluffton 
	  

A light supper will be served. 
The event is free and open to 
the public.   

Spring Society Meeting 


